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RANCHO SIMI RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT 

JOINT PARK DISTRICT/HISTORICAL SOCIETY COMMITTEE 
ACTIVITY CENTER 

ACTIVITY ROOM #1 
4201 GUARDIAN ST., SIMI VALLEY, CA 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2022 
5:30P.M. 

MINUTES 

I. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by RSRPD Director Elaine Freeman 
at 5:34 p.m. In attendance were Simi Valley Historical Society President Linda Bosley, 
Past President Vicki Spilka, and the following RSRPD Staff: Chair Kate O'Brien, Director 
of Planning & Maintenance Wayne Nakaoka, Sr. Management Analyst Jennifer Santos, 
Park & Museum Coordinator Jeannie Liss, and Administrative Secretary Barbara Meinel 

IL PUBLIC DISCUSSION: None 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF AUGUST 1, 2022 MEETING: As there were no changes 
to the revised minutes, the minutes were approved as presented. 

IV. STRATHEARN PARK MAINTENANCE ITEMS: 

a. North Adobe Wall Restoration by Eagle Restoration - On September 12, 2022, 
Historical Society President Bosley emailed John McCall of Eagle Restoration and 
Director Nakaoka regarding last year's bid for the north adobe wall restoration 
project. The cost of the previous estimate was about $18,000. Mr. McCall 
responded and said last year's quote would stand with a 10% increase for materials. 
Director Nakaoka told the Committee that this is within the parameters of how 
much is budgeted for the project. Mr. McCall stated that he is very busy for the 
next few months, and he will submit a formal bid to Director Nakaoka when it is 
closer to his first available date to do the work. Director Nakaoka added that he 
hopes Eagle Restoration will be available to do the work after the first of the year. 

b. Printz/Powell Colony House - Park District Structural Engineer Report: Director 
Nakaoka reported that John Loomis of Thirtieth St. Architects referred the Park 
District to RGSE of Simi Valley to inspect the Colony House and to review the 
report from the structural engineer hired by the Historical Society. JeffLubberts of 
RGSE looked at the leaning portions of the building and stated that the problem is 
that the patio and kitchen were built at different times with different types of 
foundations, and the Park District put the structure on one level pad foundation 
when it was moved to Strathearn. This is what is causing the leaning. He said the 
historical portion of the house is fme and there is nothing structurally wrong with 



it. Regarding the added-on structures, all the interior walls are non-load bearing 
and are safe. Mr. Lubberts said trim strips can be used to hide the gap and the doors 
can be reshimmed. The structures should be fine except they will lean inward about 
¾ of an inch. Some cosmetic changes are needed to the interior, and anyone should 
be able to do the work. He recommended some items to be done to the foundation 
itself underneath the building, which were very similar to the recommendations 
made by the structural engineer hired by the Historical Society. The main 
difference was Mr. Lubberts would use a different method under the foundation. 
His recommendation was to put new connection hardware under the foundation. 
His report also stated that support beams are needed under the kitchen floor. The 
floor is weak where the old door was, and a new beam will be needed under this 
part of the floor along with two new lateral supports. Director Nakaoka stated that 
the changes are fairly simple and can be done in-house or by contract services. The 
partition wall between the kitchen and the patio needs to be redone as it is crooked 
by¾". To level the floor, Mr. Lubberts suggested shimming the floor and putting 
another floor on top of it. Ms. Bosley mentioned that the Historical Society will be 
putting items in the kitchen, such as a stove and other things, and this is another 
reason for strengthening the floor .. Director Nakaoka stated that he will have 
maintenance personnel go under the house to do the work needed there. Then 
maintenance can refinish the walls on the inside and repair the doors that need work. 
Ms. Bosley asked that the Park District give them some advance notice as to when 
the work will start. 

• Printz/Powell Railing Paint Peeling: Ms. Bosley asked if the paint on the 
railing is under warranty. Director Nakaoka responded that there is not 
normally a warranty on paint, and Ms. Bosley said she wanted the District 
to be aware of the peeling paint on the railing. Director Nakaoka stated that 
maintenance personnel can probably do some touch-up painting on the 
railing. 

c. Haigh/Talley Colony House Railing - Director Nakaoka told the Committee that 
Building Maintenance has been instructed to fix the railing by October 21. 

d. Strathearn House - Many Missing Roof Tiles on the Strathearn House Victorian 
Addition: Ms. Bosley reported that the Victorian portion of the house is missing 
tiles. Some have come off due to wind and some from the termite tenting. A roofer 
who looked at the roof advised Building Maintenance that the roof can be repaired. 
The District has the tiles that have come off the roof ( about 8 or 9 tiles), and they 
can be glued back in place, but a special type of bonding must be used. There is 
nothing wrong with the rest of the roof, and it will not leak if the tiles are glued 
back on. Ms. Freeman asked if the work will be scheduled soon, and Director 
Nakaoka stated that Building Maintenance will do the work after the bonding 
material is procured. If it turns out that the tiles cannot be bonded to the original 
substrate, the District will have to look at replacing the roof, which will probably 
be very expensive. 
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e. Water Fountain Cleaning and Maintenance: Ms. Bosley stated that visitors to the 
park have reported that the drinking fountain that is part of the bathroom structure 
is not working. Director Nakaoka responded that the Park District will take care of 
fixing the drinking fountain. 

Ms. Bosley added that she has discovered a lot of termite droppings in the Simi 
Store, which was not tented when the park was recently treated for termites.. She 
asked if a termite person can come out to treat the store, and asked that she be 
advised in advance of when they are coming. 

f. Peeling Paint on Buildings Due to Heat: Ms. Bosley stated that there are a lot of 
areas on various buildings where the paint is peeling. Ms. Freeman asked which 
buildings have peeling paint, and Ms. Bosley responded that she does not have a 
list of the specific buildings, but there are multiple areas involved, and she will 
compile a list of the affected buildings. 

V. VOLUNTEER/DOCENT UPDATE: The September Volunteer/Docent meetings were 
held on September 9 and September 19, 2022. They are busy preparing for Dia de los 
Muertos. The entire craft area is ready for the event. Ms. Freeman asked how many 
volunteers/docents there are, and Ms. Bosley responded that she would estimate that there 
are at least 80, and they are all active. Candy donations for Heritage Halloween are being 
received. She also received a message from CA Pizza Kitchen that they are donating free 
kids' meal cards to hand out at Heritage Halloween. Trading cards will also be available 
to hand out, and the children are given a choice. Barn sale pricing of donated items is 
continuing. The Historical Society has already sold over $2,000 worth of merchandise on 
eBay, mainly items that are too fragile to be handled at the barn sale or are very expensive 
or unusual. The Historical Society's goal is to raise $10,000 through the barn sale, which 
will be used towards the mural project. The Barn Sale will be held on November 18, 19, 
and 20. 

Ms. Bosley reported that invitations to next year's school tours have been sent out, and 10 
schools have already responded. Next year they will be using the same model as was used 
this year, which the teachers really liked. The docents will be stationed in the buildings, 
and the children will be taken around to the different locations. 

The Mechanical Restoration Team is working on displays, and they have prepared the 
tracks behind the pitting sheds in preparation for next year's Apricot Festival. 

VI. PITTING SHED MURAL PROJECT UPDATE: Ms. Bosley and Kris Grayson met with 
Tracy Adams, the muralist, on September 16. They reviewed the original black and white 
photographs used for the original murals, and there is only one mural that they are planning 
on changing. They did establish steps for the mural painting project, which will start in 
November, and the steps need to be done in accordance with the muralist's schedule. Some 
things will need to be done by the Park District, but the Historical Society will be doing as 
much work as possible. Painting of the murals will be done in the spring in late April or 
early May. The painting will take about a month, so the murals should be done by about 
mid-June. 

3 



VIL RECAP OF CREEPY DOLL TWILIGHT TOUR EVENT HELD ON OCTOBER 1, 2022: 
Ms. Bosley reported that tickets to the event sold out in two days. Four tours with 12 
people on each tour were planned, but 52 people ended up attending the tours to 
accommodate a volunteer and her family and some decedents of a pioneer family. Twenty 
volunteers worked the event. Three were lots of visuals to go with the history of the 
buildings, and a friend of Ms. Bosley gave a magic lantern show, which is a projector from 
the late 1850's. For some people the magic lantern show was the highlight of the tour. The 
creepy dolls were set up in the bays in the barn, and the Strathearn House had another set 
of creepy dolls from a different collection. The store was open, and between the gate cost 
and items sold in the store, the Historical Society netted about $840. 

VIII. UPCOMING EVENTS AT STRATHEARN HISTORICAL PARK: 

a. October 22, 2022 - Heritage Halloween (RSRPD Event): Ms. Liss reported that 
she has 14 different community sponsors with two more possibilities. There will 
be four carnival games on the lawn by the gazebo and the heritage games will be 
held on the side Strathearn lawn. Halloween blow-ups will be put in the open barn 
behind the barriers as a photo op area. The movie shown will be Enchanto. Twelve 
volunteers are coming in to help set up for the event, and a group of 16 Key Club 
members are scheduled to come and help with the second half of the event. Farmers 
Insurance volunteers will be helping out also as well as helping to clean the barn in 
preparation for Dia de los Muertos. Interest in the event is looking very good. Ms. 
Bosley stated that last week the Heritage Halloween posting on Facebook had over 
10,000 views. 

b. October 30, 2022- Dia de los Muertos: Ms. Bosley announced that the entertainers 
and food and craft vendors are lined up. The schedule is done and the Historical 
Society has received over half of the altar applications. Sponsorships have come 
in and they have almost reached their goal of paying for the entertainment with 
sponsorships. Everything is just about ready for the event. 

c. November 4, 2022 - Annual Membership Meeting: Ms. Spilka stated that the 
Annual Membership Meeting will start at 6 p.m. at the Rancho Santa Susana 
Community Center. The theme for the evening will be apricot picking, and 
attendees are invited to wear their favorite jeans or 1940's clothing. 

d. November 18-20, 2022 - Barn Sale: Ms. Bosley told the Committee that pricing 
has been ongoing throughout the year, and will be done by the week before the sale. 

e. December 4, 2022- Holiday Open House: Ms. Bosley told the Committee that she 
is the chair for Holiday Open House, and they will be decorating the park for the 
holidays. Decorating will begin after Thanksgiving through the third of December. 
All the entertainers have been confirmed for the Holiday Open House. Santa is 
confirmed, there will be an antique car display, and the buildings will be open. 
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IX. PAT HA YENS SCHOLARSHIP UPDATE: There is no update on this item tonight. 

X. MUSEUM DIRECTOR POSITION AT STRATHEARN PARK: Ms. Bosley advised the 
Committee that there are a few items taking place that will need to be addressed. Kris 
Grayson has been acting as Interim Museum Director since Pat Havens' retirement. She 
works in this position 15 hours per week. Ms. Grayson has also been a site monitor at the 
park for several years and is classified as such for payroll purposes. Ms. Grayson bas 
advised that she does not want to continue doing the site monitor position in the new year, 
and once she resigns as site monitor, the District will need to determine how to pay her as 
Interim Site Director. Ms. Bosley asked if she needs to be reclassified once she is no longer 
a site director. Ms. Grayson would like to continue as Interim Museum Director until a 
permanent Museum Director is hired, but she has no interest in being the permanent 
Museum Director. Ms. Bosley then asked Director Nakaoka if the Interim Museum 
Director will report to him, as Pat Havens did, and he responded that all employees at the 
park will be reporting to Jeannie Liss. Ms. Bosley then reviewed a list of the duties that 
Ms. Grayson does as Interim Museum Director, and added that she also volunteers at the 
park on Thursday afternoons, as did Pat Havens, because 15 hours a week is not enough 
time to get everything done. Ms. Bosley added that Ms. Grayson has suggested that the 
District consider implanting a 1-5 year plan to have the structures inspected, thereby 
becoming proactive rather than reactive to any structural issues. Ms. Bosley added that 
they are already working towards this goal, thanks to the help of Director Nakaoka. 
Director Nakaoka responded that he will need to speak with the District Manager and 
Human Resources to research the possibilities regarding the Interim Museum Director 
position. 

XL OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST: Historical Society President Linda Bosley told the 
Committee that she will be stepping down from her position as President of the Historical 
Society effective the end of this year. She will be announcing her resignation at the 
November 4 Historical Society Board meeting. There is tentatively a Board Member who 
is willing to take over as President of the Historical Society, and the transition to the new 
President will take place in January. Ms. Bosley added that she is planning on finishing 
all the projects she has started as President. After she steps down, she will remain a 
Historical Society Board member, the volunteer coordinator, manager of the Simi Store, 
and will be chairing several events. Ms. Freeman thanked Linda Bosley for all of her 
service. 

XII. SET TIME AND DATE FOR NEXT MEETING: Monday, November 7, 2022 at 5:30 
p.m. 

XIII. ADJOURN MEETING: RSRPD Director Elaine Freeman adjourned the meeting at 6:50 
p.m. 

· ector of Planning and Maintenance 
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